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Forward Thinking in Backflow:


PASO ROBLES, CA — The Wilkins 300AR Series offers a sustainable solution to plumbing, waterworks, fire protection and irrigation backflow preventers. The new 300AR Series backflow preventers are designed to provide the lowest life-cycle cost, while making repair and maintenance simple and cost effective. 


These new Wilkins products are designed for in-line repair, requiring fewer parts and less labor than other backflow products on the market. 


Fully approved by the Foundation for Cross Connection Control and Hydraulic Research at the University of Southern California, the 300AR Series is a smart choice for easy installation and lowest total cost over the life of the unit. 


Customers need only provide the "A" dimension on their existing backflow, and Wilkins builds a direct replacement designed for drop-in replacement. 


There is no need for additional spools or spacers, saving two to six hours of installation labor and up to two machine hours per backflow replacement. It is a smart choice for easy installation and lowest total cost over the life of the unit. 


In designing the 300AR Series, Wilkins studied the problems plaguing current backflow preventer products on the market, and eliminated them with a patented design. The Wilkins 300AR Series has a clear advantage over other reduced pressure principle and double check backflow assemblies in the industry -- ease of maintenance. 


The Wilkins 300AR Series backflow preventers are designed for in-line maintenance. Many of today's manufacturers' designs do not lend themselves to in-line repair. They encourage the owner to replace their products rather than repair them, adding to the stability of their business model, not yours. 


The 300AR Series repair kits cost up to 70% less than the equivalent competitor repair kit. It is a one-of-a-kind product that saves time and money, and makes a more efficient use of materials. For property owners with multiple facilities, substantial savings can be realized when Wilkins 300AR backflow preventers are used as replacements and retrofits. They are designed to replace or retrofit just about any brand of backflow preventer on the market. 


Wilkins offers grooved by grooved spools that mount between the grooved backflow body and the grooved shut off valve. These grooved spools are custom made to order and shipped pre-assembled and tested with the backflow preventer. This single assembly backflow configuration is the most cost-effective replacement solution available. 


Life cycle savings are estimated to be 20% or more. The 300AR Series is also Lead-Free Law compliant and NSF 61 Annex G Listed. To learn more or for a demonstration of the backflow life-cycle analysis tool that helps identify your actual cost savings, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.zurn.com" �www.zurn.com�.
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New Faucet Program:


�


Having catered exclusively to the wholesale channel for almost sixty years, we continuously solicit input from our customers, which led us to the realization that it was time to give the existing Matco-Norca Faucets and Plumbing Specialties program a serious “facelift”.  This is not to say that we didn’t have a good program in place, but in the eyes of our valued customers, it had room for improvement and needed to be enhanced in a way that made it easier to do business with us.


Today we are launching our new faucet program that features seven families. These families range from our entry level “Value Engineered” offering up to our high-end, contemporary “Padova” family. In addition to a complete overhaul of our existing faucet program, we will also feature EPA WaterSense certified products and a lead free platform that will roll out nationally.
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                      Raychem�                      WinterGard
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�
                ��WinterGard heating cable is a professional-grade, 3-watt/foot, self-regulating electrical cable that can be used for pipe freeze protection on small pipes. The heating cable is constructed of nickel-copper bus wires, a self-regulating conductive core, an insulating jacket and a tinned-copper braid. The benefits of using WinterGard self-regulating are many; it can be overlapped, cut to length, will not burn out and saves energy. The WinterGard pipe freeze protection system is UL Listed and CSA Certified for use in non hazardous areas.�
�
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                                          Raychem�                                           QuickNet Floor Heating Mat


�





�
�
��The QuickNet tile floor heating system includes a blue heating cable woven into an adhesive-backed red fiberglass mesh that allows for simple roll-out installation without worrying about heating cable spacing. The floor warming mats are pre-terminated for use with 120 and 240 volts, and are available in various lengths of 20-inch widths to accommodate any room’s layout.����The QuickNet tile floor heating mats emit no measurable electromagnetic fields due to the shielded dual conductor design. This dual conductor cable requires only one cold lead connection making it easy to layout and install. ��
�












***Please let us know if there is a question you would like answered in our next newsletter ***








Questions and Answers


Q: Why does my regulator chatter? 


A: Chatter and other noises originating at a pressure reducing valve tend to be more frequent at low flows. Oversizing valves to decrease headloss is commonplace in system design, however, sizing valves based on the minimum and maximum system demand (gpm) is still the preferred method.





Q: Why do I need a pressure reducing valve? 


A: The Uniform Plumbing Code requires a pressure reducing valve on all plumbing systems exceeding 80 psi. Additionally, irrigation systems may require a reducing valve if pressures exceed 70 psi. This requirement will prevent damage of the piping system due to excessive pressures.


     





Q: How do I size a regulator? 


Sizing of a regulator is best determined using known system demands. The smaller the demand, the smaller the regulator required to satisfy that demand. Once the demand is established refer to the published flow curves for the most appropriate size. A good rule of thumb is to size a regulator so that the fall-off will be between 10 and 15 psi.





A: How do I test my regulator? 


The easiest way to test a regulator is to install pressure gages upstream and downstream of the valve. If the gages show equal pressures, most likely the regulator has become fouled by debris. Open a fixture downstream of the valve such as the kitchen sink, outside hose bibb, etc. Then, close the fixture and observe the downstream gage. A steady rapid increase points to a fouled regulator. A slow rise of pressure on the downstream side may be caused by thermal expansion. Consult the installation instructions for more troubleshooting tips.











Lighter, compact, all-in-one design:


Rip through tough stoppages with the unique ClogChopper™ multi-function cutting tools. Six self-sharpening blades dig into encrusted debris and root masses, easily grinding up stoppages, scale, and crystallized urine, without risking pipe damage. 


The spherical design maneuvers around tight bends and traps, thoroughly and safely cleaning metal, plastic, and clay pipes. As it spins it also self-sharpens as it scrapes along the pipe walls. It’s excellent for clearing stacks, downspouts, mains, as well as for drain lining jobs. 


General offers a variety of sizes, and connector options, including for our drum type cables and sectional G connectors, as well as for Ridgid® and Electric Eel® connectors. 


  General’s ClogChoppers are:


Maneuverable. The perfectly balanced ClogChopper™ automatically negotiates multiple, tricky bends – maintaining a central line position and minimizing pipe wall, elbow, connection and joint damage. 


Efficient. With “all surface” cutting edges, ClogChopper™ clears clogs and scrapes encrusted debris from inner walls – all in one operation, into and out. The six inverted cutting edges run smoothly, without rattling or jumping.


Economical. Durable enough to handle years of demanding use in residential and commercial applications, ClogChopper™ actually self-sharpens while working. 


Versatile. General offers ClogChopper™ connectors for most popular brands of drain cleaning machines. 
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